
 

  

        Prayer Update No. 43 Spring 2021 

Dear Friends 
Spring is just around the corner so let face it with a smile no matter what is going on!  There are 

better times ahead folks so hang in there and hang on to our amazing God.  Thank you all for your prayers for 
our church.  God hears and welcomes every one of them and it pleases Him that we ask.  It’s so comforting 
and reassuring to know that He is in charge and we can look to Him for all our answers although some of 
them are not always to our liking.  Be encouraged during these turbulent times and may you know God’s 
peace in the midst of them   .  .  .  .  Blessings, Dianne                                   
 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful songs.     Psalm 95:2 

 
MONDAY :              All Saints ANeW Overview - Arthur Copeman 
 
Dear praying friends, 
 

I write this while still in the lockdown of Regional New South 
Wales, without any great expectation that this lockdown will 
end any time soon.  This is not the way I expected things to be 
at this time in this year.  Indeed, I was meant to be on three 
weeks holiday at present, none of which is now possible (with 
the likelihood of this lockdown we did have a week off earlier in 
August).  All of this is a good spiritual reminder that none of us 
are as in control of affairs as we would like to imagine.  More 
than that, even the wealthy countries of our globe have been 
brought to their ‘knees’ by this virus.  Well, actually, and rather 
sadly, they have not yet been brought to their knees.  For that 
was an expression which implied that people had been put in a 
situation where there was nothing else to do but pray.  Sadly, most people in our nation do not even seem to 
realise that prayer is an option.  However, we know that prayer is not only an option, but it is the option.  
More than that, it is the option for all occasions.  
 

So please join us in praying for the ministry of All Saints ANeW, based in New Lambton in Newcastle.  Indeed, 
if lockdown has one silver lining for many of us it should be that we have more time to pray!  So, here are 
some matters of prayer for our church: 
 

Please thank God greatly for : 
 

• The great Pastoral team at our church and the way (while I was on holidays) that they moved the 
church seamlessly back into zoom mode for Sundays at 10am & 5pm. 

• Those in our church who are working hard to contact one another and support one another in this 
lockdown. 

• The safe arrival of Charlotte Soutter in early July, daughter to Amy (and Nick), our Children’s Ministry 
Co-ordinator here at church. 

• Tracey Piggott, with experience in running children’s ministry, being able to step in to cover for Amy 
Soutter’s maternity leave during lockdown. 

• The wisdom in the Church (Parish) Council of Amanda Cox, Tim Walker and Richard Morrison in 
directing the governance of our church. 

 

Please join us in praying that : 
 

• We would appropriately care for one another in this lockdown. 

• The four children to be born to families from our church in the next four months, would be born 
safely and well and grow up to love and serve the Lord Jesus. 

• People across our church would have the energy to continue to join church by ‘zoom’ each week. 

• Our weekly Growth Groups would be able to continue meeting by zoom over this time. 



 

• The Pastoral team would know how to shape online church with exciting and imaginative sections 
which build people up in faith in the Lord Jesus.  

• When lockdown ends, we would be able to move seamlessly back to meeting together in the church 
building. 

• The refurbishment of our church building in New Lambton would be able to commence and proceed 
quickly. 

• Those who preach at All Saints ANeW would be diligent in preparation and faithful to the word of 
God and clear in explaining it in ways which those who are listening find helpful. 

• The financial support of our church might increase so that the deficit which we are currently running 
might be wiped out by the end of the year. 

• We would be faithful as a church in supporting our overseas missionaries – Jo (Pioneers – Middle 
East), James & Steph (CMS – preparing for ministry in Asia), and Jess (CMS – preparing for ministry in 
the Middle East). 

• The Diocese of Newcastle, of which we are a part, would hold fast to the Bible’s teaching on human 
sexuality. 

• We would be able to move forward on our vision to plant another congregation away from New 
Lambton, with God raising up the right person to lead such a congregation and join our team. 

 

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement 
and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word.   2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 

 
TUESDAY :  ASSISTANT MINISTER – Sam Broadfoot  
 

This year I’ve being going through a discernment process with the 
diocese of Newcastle, with the intention of being ordained.  This 
would be helpful in our immediate context, as well as opening 
more options to faithfully serve the Lord in years to come.  I’d 
appreciate prayers for discernment and wisdom, to serve God 
truthfully and faithfully in whatever capacity He gives me. 
At a local level there is much to thank God for, and continue to 
ask of Him. 
 

ENGAGE 
• Thank God for the 28 friends who came to evangelistic 

events through Winter, and the 7 who came to our follow 
up course “Knowing Jesus." 

• Ask Him to grow the seeds planted, by His Spirit, and call these friends into the kingdom of His Son. 
• As God continues to bring people to us, pray for Him to keep church planting on our hearts as a 

church, and prepare the steps necessary to launch a new congregation down the track. 
 

YOUTH 
• Pray that our year 6ers would build strong relationships with youth, to help them hook in as they 

transition to high school. 
• Ask God to help our HSC students stay focused on Christ above, as they work hard at their studies 

and exams. 
 

GROWTH GROUPS 
• As we look to restart groups afresh next year, pray for groups to end the year well together.      

Thank God for the wonderful growth, and relationships built, and pray that He’d help more people 
to experience his grace through Growth Groups in 2022. 

• We’re thinking of running some more ‘combined groups’ - say 25 people meeting together in the 
hall, then splitting into three smaller groups for Bible study.  Pray this would be a helpful way to see 
people connecting, and getting to know God better too. 

 

 
 
 

 



 

TRAINING 
• In August we just missed running a ministry apprenticeship lunch, due to lockdown.  So, pray we’d 

be able to gather October 1-3 for MTS Recruit conference.  And ask God to raise up some more 
workers through church ministry apprenticeships. 

 

You are my God and I will praise you: You are my God and I will exalt you.  Ps 118:28 

 
WEDNESDAY :  CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – Tracey Piggott acting for Amy Soutter 
 

It is a wonderful blessing and an honour that God provided the opportunity for me to fill in for Amy whilst 
she is on maternity leave.  The Lord provides.  I began at All Saints ANeW on August 1st and we went into 
lockdown four days later.  
 

Praise & Thank God that : 
 

• lockdown brought Tracey in touch via email with every young 
family at All Saints ANeW. 

• the children’s ministry leaders have stepped up to the task of 
doing Zoom meetings on Sunday to encourage the children to 
stay connected. 

• the teaching on Exodus reminds us that nothing can stop 
God’s plans . . . . . not even Covid! 

• the Children’s Spots at 10am and 5pm services have used 
great creativity to be engaging for all. 

 

Prayer 
 

• Children and families to remain connected in the midst of isolating. 

• Decisions re the topic for Term 4 and the filling of all rosters when lockdown has been quite 
disruptive. 

• That each child will grow stronger in their faith in Jesus and find comfort during this unsettled time. 

• Wisdom for parents and grandparents to encourage children to speak to God about their fears 
remembering He is a God who saves. 

 

For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
 to give you a future and a hope.   Jeremiah 29:11 

  
THURSDAY :  WOMEN’S MINISTRY ASSISTANT 5pm - Kate Rogers 
 

In your unfailing love you will lead the people you have redeemed.  (Ex 15:13) 
 

Praise & Thank God for : 
 

• the encouragement and excellent teaching at KCC’s One Love 
Women’s Conference (Livestreamed), this year’s theme being 
‘Made for More : Created for Holiness’.  A group of our ladies had 
opportunity to sit (virtually) together under God’s Word, learning 
to better understand the holiness of God, and how we, as His 
people, have been called to live. 

• the firm foundation of Bible truths and promises our latest Book 
Club read provided : Be Still My Soul, a collection of short readings 
(by 25 different authors) about God’s Perspective, Purpose and 
Provision in Suffering. 

• Our sermon series (& Growth Group studies) in Exodus– deepening 
our understanding of our holy, loving, faithful, merciful and mighty  

• God … who saves His people to serve Him. 

• technology that enables us to connect and maintain relationships with each other and be built up 
with faithful Bible teaching.  

 

 



 

Pray for :  
 

• our Care Ministry - that care@anew would be able to love and care and provide for those in need, in 
practical, prayerful, financial, relational and gospel ways. 

• our Growth Groups - that God will give our ladies patience and perseverance in this season . . . that 
they will continue to meet together (in various and creative ways) to encourage and build each other 
in their faith . . . that they will not be overwhelmed by circumstances/struggles, but will know God’s 
abiding joy, peace that passes understanding, all-sufficient grace, and the presence and power of 
Jesus who said; “in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I 
have overcome the world” (Jn 16:33) 

• God’s wisdom and grace in the leadership of our church, city, state and nation.  
 

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident 
 and unashamed  before Him at his coming.    1 John 2:28 

 
 
FRIDAY :  OUTREACH and 10am SERVICE - Beck Bishop 
 

Therefore, I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink …. Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  And which 
of you by being anxious can add a single hour to their span of life? 
…. But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and 
these things will be added to you.      Matthew 6: 25-33 
 
 

Praise & Thank God for : 
 

• for the many care packages, we have been able to deliver to 
Church and community contact households during lockdown.  
Pray that they might be used to point people to Jesus. 

• continue to give thanks for the 6 ladies from Fletcher- who either attend craft or mainly music who 
are engaging with Church/outreach activities.  Pray that they would come to know Jesus personally. 

• give thanks that I can run mainly music over zoom twice a 
week during lockdown and deliver care packages during 
lockdown.  Even though our Father’s Day BBQ is now 
cancelled, pray the 
Father’s Day gift 
parcels would be 
received well.  

• our faithful Thursday 
lunchtime prayer group continuing to meet every week. 

 
Pray for :  
 

• all SRE students learning from home, that their parents might 
be open to clicking on the provided SRE teaching lessons 
online.  

• the Knowing Jesus course currently running - for the 7 people attending, that they would come to 
know Jesus personally - Wednesday nights finishing mid-September. 

• Please continue to pray for mainly music families at Fletcher and New Lambton that many might  
have opportunity to follow Jesus. 

• wisdom for us all about living with covid into the future, caring for the vulnerable and how to 
manage safety for our church communities and those community programs we run. 

 
 

Mainly music Superhero Day - we’d love 
to get back to this together-session soon! 



 

 
MTS (Ministry Training Strategy) TRAINEE - Cinta Chapman 
 

What a joy it is to serve Christ and his church in this season.  I praise God for the many reminders, as we 
have studied Exodus and through other things, that He is completely sovereign, good and trustworthy. 
 
Praise & Thank God for :  
 

• the Young Adults at church.  It has been so encouraging seeing them excited to spend time together 
socially, and around the word of God. 

• the encouragement, support, godly wisdom and example of the staff team and so many at All Saint’s 
ANeW. 

• the opportunity to keep in touch with mainly music families during lockdown.  Beck has been doing a 
great job of running it on Zoom! 

 

Pray for : 
 

• continued enthusiasm for Young Adults to be meeting together.  That we would be encouraging 
each other to fix our eyes on Jesus, to be prayerful and keep seeking for our friends and family to be 
transformed by the gospel.  

• my scripture classes.  So many of the students I teach have been so enthusiastic to learn more about 
Jesus this year.  Please pray that God would be revealing the gospel to them and their families, even 
in the absence of scripture lessons. 

• the young women I have the chance to meet up and read the bible with weekly.  That God would 
be growing a deep love for Him and His word in us as we meet, and that they might seek other 
women whom they can encourage and disciple. 
 

So, neither the one who plants or the one who waters, is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.    1 Cor 3:7 

 
 
SATURDAY :  Donna McCann– All Saints ANeW Administrator & Accounts Manager. 

 

The joy of the Lord is my strength.  Nehemiah 8:10b 
 

Praise & Thank God for :  
 

• the 3 amazing volunteers that assist me in the office each week.   

• the amazing Pastoral Team that I get to work with and serve. 

• even though we are in lockdown, I am able to do ALL of my work from 
home. 

 

Pray for : 
 

• the continued ability to serve the Pastoral Team and Church as we grow, 
transform and moved into all the ministries that All Saints ANeW are 
involved with. 

• a great working space that will enable the Pastoral Team to have their own work stations where they 
can work more efficiently. 

• the provision of finances to be able to achieve the visions and mission that God has placed on the 
hearts of the Pastoral Team. 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
Against such things there is no law.      Galatians 5:22-23 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
SUNDAY :  Michael Marklew - Minister at Stockton Anglican Church        

 
Hello brothers and sisters, thank you so much for your continued support and prayers. 

   
Please join us in giving thanks to God for : 
 

• Technology: being able to engage and encourage the 
Church and new people via live streaming. 

• Resilience: a great team of Christians willing to step out 
and continue to serve the community in this difficult time. 

• Generosity: in financial giving to the Church and in taking 
on more Compassion children this past Sunday. 

• Children’s Worker: A lovely lady has answered our prayers 
and is now employed by the parish to nurture our 
Children in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• New Anglicans: Another 5 Adults were received into the 
Church by Bishop Charlie just before lockdown.  Please 
give thanks for their commitment to this community of 
Christ and for their public declaration of faith in Jesus. 
 

Please join us in praying for :  
 

• That we would have faith like little children, totally reliant and trusting in God for everything. 

• That our live streams would reach more people and that more people would join the community 
post-lockdown. 

• That more families would engage with mainly music over Zoom and that those that do would be 
encouraged to join the community and become followers of King Jesus. 

• That restrictions would ease, allowing our Evangelism team to return to Pub, door to door and street 
ministry in Stockton. 

• That a great many people would come to a saving faith in Christ from our community and be 
baptized here throughout 2021. 

• For the NTE Mission team coming to Stockton in December. 

• That our leadership would be sustained and given wisdom to choose the right things to invest their 
time in and the right things to encourage the parish to invest in. 

 
There is so much more to be thankful for and to pray for. 

 
Your Brother in Christ, 
Michael Marklew, 
0417 263354, 
Stockton Anglican Church. 


