Dear praying friends,
We continue to greatly appreciate your prayers for us at ANeW and New Lambton. There are a number of matters for
prayer at this time.
1.

Our place in

The current Assistant Bishop of the Diocese, Peter Stuart, has been elected the next Bishop of Newcastle and will be
installed on 2nd February. Peter has been a very good friend to ANeW and is committed to continuing to support both
the present ministry and opportunities to plant more churches. It is he who originally arranged for ANeW to be a full
Parish, without land or property. Peter has indicated that he would like Arthur to stay on as the Archdeacon of
Newcastle City in an honourary capacity. In terms of funding, Arthur will be working full time for ANeW and New
Lambton.
•
•
•

Pray that God would give great wisdom to Peter Stuart as he takes up the position of Diocesan Bishop.
Thank God for Peter Stuart’s support for ANeW.
Pray for the Diocese of Newcastle, that it would develop well under Peter Stuart’s leadership.

2.

New Lambton and ANeW

In May 2013, during the last period of time between Bishops, Peter
Stuart asked Arthur to look after the Parish of New Lambton for
eighteen months and ‘explore synergies with ANeW’. The original
plan was to assist New Lambton to grow again; have a minister
appointed there and then move on. In fact, what has developed is a
series of ministries at New Lambton, many of which are now
thoroughly mixed, in terms of whether people belong to New Lambton
or ANeW.
In 2018 all of the ANeW
connected ministries will
be based at New Lambton. The Parish has large facilities in the
geographic centre of Newcastle and ANeW is very blessed to be able to
use them.
The major question now before both New Lambton and ANeW (which
are still separate parishes which meet in the same space) is what the
future relationship between the two parishes ought to be. There are also
some complicated issues related to ministry at New Lambton which need
to be resolved.

•
•

•
•
•

Thank God for the opportunities for ministry that have come through the connection with New Lambton.
Thank God for the four congregations which make up the ministry:
o 8.30am Sunday (a New Lambton Parish congregation)
o 10.30am Sunday (a New Lambton Parish congregation established by ANeW)
o 5pm Sunday (an ANeW congregation)
o 10.30am Wednesday (a New Lambton Parish congregation established by ANeW).
Thank God for the great location in New Lambton and the facilities there.
Pray for great wisdom for a ministry structure for the future to support Evangelical Anglican ministry in
the City of Newcastle.
Pray that some outstanding issues at New Lambton would be resolved.
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3.

Stockton Parish

One member of our staff team from the last two and half
years, Michael Marklew, has become the minister at
Stockton, across the Hunter river from Newcastle.
•

•
•
•
•

4.

Praise God for Michael and Alison and their
children and for the ministry they have had across
ANeW – New Lambton
Praise God for Michael’s appointment to Stockton.
Pray that God would give to Michael and Alison great wisdom to lead a thriving Gospel ministry at
Stockton.
Pray that God would raise up others to minister alongside Michael and Alison in Stockton.
Pray especially for the Stockton holiday kids club in the last week of the school holidays in January, that
this would both put Stockton Anglican on the map and the children would learn about Jesus.
Fletcher Church plant

To the west of Newcastle there are an increasing number of housing
developments stretching out towards the Freeway. One group of these
housing developments is centred around the suburb of Fletcher. There
are two Baptist churches and one Anglican school in Fletcher at present,
with new houses being completed each week. ANeW/New Lambton
have been praying about planting an Anglican church in Fletcher. A
significant number of the people who come to church at New Lambton
live around Fletcher and drive in to church activities each week. In 2018
there are planned to be a mainly music group for mothers and children; a
craft group; several growth groups and a prayer meeting in Fletcher.

•
•

Thank God for the support that has already been received for Fletcher.
Praise God that twenty people from ANeW were able to assist with the Fletcher Community Carols on
10th December and that this was well received.
Pray that God would enable the planting of an Anglican church in Fletcher.
Pray that God would raise up the right person to lead this ministry.

5.

ANeW – New Lambton staff team for 2018

•
•

As mentioned above, Arthur Copeman will be working full time in ANeW and New Lambton next
year. The Copemans are also moving house. They have been living for seven years in a Diocesan
house next to the Cathedral, but will now move to the New Lambton Rectory (which has been rented
out) as soon as it becomes available.
Cathy Young, who has been with ANeW in a part time paid capacity for six years, will be working
half time across the ministry.
Cathy is now assisted in ministry by the work of Kate Rogers (focusing on the
5pm congregation) and Beck Bishop
(focusing on the 10.30
congregation.
Cathy has asked for prayer in the following:
Praise and Thanks
•

•
•

for Robyn Proctor and Kate Rogers finishing up their “SWAT” (servant women assistant trainee)
training. They are amazing women of God and have grown and been stretched; have helped grow and stretch
others and continue to be faithful servants of the Lord.
for numerous women who serve Jesus at ANeW in an extraordinary way - we are so blessed.
for my time working in the Fletcher Community and especially give thanks for the Carols event where twenty
ANeW members helped the community and were a great witness for Jesus.
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Pray
•
•
•
•

for a good rest for everyone over the Summer break.
for the Ladies Bible Study starting up in the Fletcher area first term next year.
for “K” who did Simply Christianity last year and after a substantial break and now living overseas, wants to
continue doing Bible Studies and join a church.
that I will continue to grow in love, wisdom and knowledge of the Lord and that I will be a great wife and
mum to Jamie, Jacob and JJ.

Amy Soutter continues her part time role leading ministry to children across New Lambton and ANeW. Amy has
asked for prayer in the following areas:
Let us praise and thank God for a wonderful year!
Thanks & Praise for
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

God’s provision of leaders
The spiritual growth in the kids
Safety
Our progress towards implementing Safe Ministry procedures
Support from our church leadership
A positive end to the year
That NHL has made it possible to have all SRE students taught for the entire year in 2018.

Please Pray for
•
•
•
•

A refreshing break for our leaders
Wisdom to look after our kids well while their leaders have time off
More leaders for all our teams, especially the under-5s and also another few SRE teachers
Wisdom as we seek to glorify God alongside our kids.
Sam Chiswell co-ordinates ministry to youth.

Adam Matthew continues to work half time leading the growing ministry to young adults.
Anabelle Copeman is involved with both children and youth as well as
undertaking a number of administrative roles behind the scenes.
•
•
•

Praise God for providing the funding for this ministry team.
Praise God for each member of the team and the way they have worked to proclaim the Gospel.
Pray that God would keep each of us faithful to his word in all we do.

6.

Faithfulness to God’s word for the long hall

It is now seven years since the Copemans moved to Newcastle to begin this work. The ANeW 5pm Congregation has
been running for six years. The 10.30 Sunday Congregation has been running for three years. It is hoped that by this
time next year there will be a congregation at Fletcher. Michael Marklew has moved to minister in Stockton. This
has all been great and we praise God for all that we have seen him do amongst us. That said, what is now before us is
establishing Evangelical ministries which are faithful to God’s word that will stand the test of time here in Newcastle.
•
•
•

Pray that God will empower all involved in New Lambton and ANeW to establish a series of ministries
that will stand the test of time.
Pray for a continued faithfulness in all things to God’s word in the Bible.
Pray that all the ministries would proclaim the saving Gospel of Christ.

If at any stage, you are praying for ANeW/All Saints and would like an update on prayer points,
you are welcome to email Dianne at:

ddouglass83@gmail.com

