
 
and  

Prayer Update  
No. 25 - Autumn 2017 

Dear Friends 
“The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to 
you and give you peace”.  I pray this blessing over all of you who regularly pray for both 
ANeW and New Lambton Parish just as Aaron prayed it over the children of Israel.  This 
Aaronic prayer is a great blessing.  Every one of you is a great blessing to us.  What you do 
for God’s kingdom by praying is so precious, so vital and so appreciated.  Many many thanks.                       

Dianne – New Lambton and ANeW prayer co-ordinator 
Let no one seek his own, but each one the other’s well-being.    1 Cor 10:24 

 

MONDAY    CHURCH LIFE IN GENERAL – Arthur Copeman 
The Copemans have benefited from a good holiday after Christmas, but now ministry has returned to full 
throttle!   

Matters in the Diocese of Newcastle continue to be disturbed as a result of the Royal Commission 
investigations last year, with the Bishop on extended leave and the Business Manager having resigned.  
On the wider Anglican front, 2017 includes a General Synod in September for which I have some 
responsibilities.  I am also leading a Retreat for Clergy in this Diocese in the first week of May.   

The major church news is that the ANeW 5pm meetings have moved from St John’s Church, Lambton to 
meet in the All Saints New Lambton Church (about two kilometres away from Lambton). The main 
reason for the move was that we needed a church building with more room. Even though both Churches 
meet in the one building we still run as two separate Parishes, with separate Councils and accounts, but 
the Ministry team minister across the day, with different members contributing in different ways to each 
congregation. 

On the ministry front it feels like everything has expanded over the summer and needs more attention, all 
of which is good.  There are also annual meetings coming up in March for both New Lambton Parish and 
ANeW Church, with elections for Church Councils. 

Further, the amazing ministry team continues to expand with more part time appointments.  Michael 
Marklew, who was with us an Ordination student has been Deaconed and is working half time for us 
while he completes some studies. In addition Beck Bishop has joined the team on March 1st, working 
part time for New Lambton Parish, to set up a ‘Mainly Music’ programme and coordinate outreach from 
that.  This means that we now have Cathy Young (3/4 time), Adam Matthews (1/2 time), Michael 
Marklew (1/2 time), Amy Soutter (1/3 time), Kate Rogers (1/4 time), Sam Chiswell (youth on Friday 
nights), Beck Bishop (1/6 time), Teresa Charchalis (web & graphic design on contract) along with 
Anabelle (full time unpaid) and myself (half time) and Syliva Justen working in admin in the Office.  
They are an amazing group of people.  In fact, every time Anabelle and I go on holidays, the church 
seems to grow which shows what a great team it is.  Please remember each of the team in prayer. 

Please thank God for all his provision and Praise him for the way he continues to work through the 
ANeW and New Lambton Ministry. 
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Please pray for 

• Michael Marklew in his new role assisting with ministry across the network. 

• Beck Bishop settling in to a new role to lead ‘Mainly Music’. 
• the ANeW 5pm congregation settling in to a new home at New Lambton church.  
• the continued networking of ministry between ANeW and New Lambton. 

• annual meetings for New Lambton and ANeW and the election of church Councils. 
• a good turnout at our Men’s Breakfast Sat Mar 4 – guest speaker, Garry Dodd, Regional Director 

of Australia and PNG Mission to Seafarers Australia and a member of our 10.30am congregation. 
• our next Prayer Breakfast on 1 April. 

• The Anglican Men’s Weekend - May 19-21 at Tahlee – guest speaker, Rob Llewellyn on ‘Tuning 
up your life to God – many of our men are organising this once again. 

• Bishop Peter Stuart, currently leading the Diocese in the absence of Bishop Greg Thompson. 
• Arthur in his wider role with the Diocese and the national church. 

 
Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; 

come before him with joyful songs.  Psalm 95:2 
 

TUESDAY   YOUNG ADULTS’ MINISTRY – Adam Matthews 
Young Adults Ministry has begun again for the year with some regular members moving away at the end 
of last year for work and some new people joining us already.  It’s an exciting time getting to know new 
students and young workers moving to Newcastle. 
Praise God for: 

• the willingness of young adults to help out in this ministry by leading Bible studies and meeting 
one on one with others. 

• new people joining us this year. 
Please pray for: 

• our outreach to non-Christians that we can engage them in our community. 
• maturity and growth of our young adults as they learn more about Christ and his word.    

 
As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, 

 as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.    1 Peter 4:10 
 

WEDNESDAY  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY – Amy Soutter 
 
Crèche and Preschool Ministries for our under 5’s at the 10:30 service.  

• Praise God for the growth of this ministry 
All Age Talks at 10.30am and 5pm 

• Thank God for the wonderful, growing team of people who present these talks to all who are 
present in both congregations. 

10:30 Kid's Church  
• Praise God for the families who have joined 10:30 and the children this has added to our church.  
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Pray that 

• the families would bring their children consistently.  
• there would be enough leaders for Crèche, Preschool and School programs and that all who 

participate would have joy in serving. 
K F C   is our ministry to children at the 5pm service.  
This group is constantly evolving as the children grow up and move up in the junior high group. 

• Praise and thank God for the gifts and commitment of KFC Leaders. 
• Ask that we would be insightful in meeting the needs of our kids and adjusting to a new space. 

Time Out - our playgroup with kids’ and Mums’ separate programs. 
• Praise God for continuing growth. 

Pray 
• that God would provide enough carers to meet the needs of the children. 
• for wisdom for future planning.  

Special Religious Education 
• Praise and thank God, that SRE continues despite opposition.  
• Pray for the right words from SRE teachers and positive truths to be heard by parents, schools and 

the wider community.  
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 

 to give you a future and a hope.    Jer 29:11 
 

THURSDAY  TEEN MINISTRY – Anabelle Copeman 
Administration and Youth  
We are trialling a church software programme called Elvanto.  This initially takes time to upload all the 
information but in the long term should streamline keeping a database, following up new people, sending 
group emails and allowing easier access by the staff team to information.  Michael Marklew is assisting 
with this. 
I am organising a Compassion Insight Partnership trip to Manado, Indonesia in July, which around 
thirteen of us from Church are going on. 
Junior High School youth during Church on Sunday nights, and Friday night youth have grown 
significantly. Families with high school age children are joining us. This means we need to identify and 
train more leaders.  I meet regularly with the leaders of both groups.  A small group of older teen girls 
meets before 5pm church with two dedicated uni student leaders.  
In April, we will be taking a group to KYCK and some of our youth will be going to Hunter AG camp 
run by Scripture Union.  
I have a large teaching load this term at 10.30am primary age ministry and at 5pm junior high youth. 
Praise God for 

• Michael and his gifts in computing, to help us get our administration streamlined. 
• the growth in the youth ministry and Sam Chiswell’s leadership of the Friday night team. 
• the new leaders at Friday night youth and Sunday night junior high.  

Please Pray that 
• the new software will be set up quickly and make our admin easier. 
• we will identify and train new leaders for our youth programmes, especially female leaders. 
• our older teens will step up to junior leadership and that we will disciple and train them well. 
• the KYCK weekend and Hunter AG camp will be a great time of spiritual growth for our youth.  
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So, neither the one who plants or the one who waters are anything, but only God, 
 who makes things grow.    1 Cor 3:7 

 
FRIDAY MINISTRY ASSISTANT– Cathy Young 
This year has started very well with many many opportunities to be involved in God’s work :) 
My role seems to change and morph as each year progresses but we have a great church and it’s a joy to 
be ministering amongst everyone.  Please join me in thanking God for the gift of salvation and the 
privilege it is to be a part of His saving work.  A huge answer to prayer is that we are now employing 
Beck Bishop one day per week to start up Mainly Music and outreach for us amongst the women.  We are 
super blessed to have her as part of our team - please thank God for sending her along to us and pray for 
her as she builds a team of people to start up Mainly Music on Wednesdays at New Lambton. 
Praise and thank God 

• for a great start to the year. 
• that Growth Groups are up and running and for two new groups having started. 

• for TimeOut for Mums - we are now full - 23 mums and 27 children with families on the waiting 
list.  

• for Beck Bishop joining the Team. 
• for Kate Rogers working one and a half days with the 5pm service. 

• for our S.W.A.T (servant women assistant trainees) training group - we have two official trainees 
and six others that join us - it is a wonderful time :) 

• for a good start to Book Club - we read “Seeking Allah - finding Jesus”. 
• for some new women keen to do Simply Christianity - please pray for this group as it starts in 

March.  
Please pray  
• for our “Taste and See” - Evangelistic cooking demonstrations coming up on 23 & 24 March - 

Adam Matthews is speaking and Rachel Billington is doing the cooking demonstrations. 

• for opportunities to speak to TimeOut Mums about Jesus - pray that the children will get to know 
Jesus as they are taught about Him. 

• that Mainly Music gets up and running this term. 
• for wisdom and energy for staff and leaders and for the whole church. 

• for Women of Truth Conference on 27 May - Claire Smith is speaking on Acts. 
 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; 

 his splendour is above the earth and the heavens.  Ps 148:13 
 

If at any stage, you are praying for ANeW and would like an update on prayer points, 
 you are welcome to email Dianne at:  ddouglass83@gmail.com 


